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PUNJAB 
MOTOR WORKS

16 YIANNIS COURT SPRINGVALE     9540 8998       0401 402 766

Transmission 
service All mechanical work

Taxi shifts 
weekends & weekdays

TAxi LEASiNG
We will lease and 
manage your taxi cab

TAxi FiTOUTS
Taxi stickers 
EFTPOS terminals

BEST TAxi RATES
Minor panel works
Genuine oil and parts
Hours 10am - 7pm

TAXI SERVICE 7 DAYS A WEEK    

9540 8998

Precision Taxi 
Service
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we’ll beat any written quote by 10%

BLUE STAR TAXI’S

Special Price 

for rwC repairs

Let our professional
staff service your car

Don’t get a 
BackyarD Service

•	 Professional	staff
•	 Silver	service	quality
•	 Peace	of	mind	5	years	warranty
•	 Three	coats	of	paint
•	 2	oven	bakes
•	 Free	photo	CD	throughout	spray	process
•	 Competitive	prices
•	 100%	satisfaction	guarantee
•	 Quality	paint	(Lesonal	paint)

EDWARDES LAKE SMASH REPAIRS

279 Edwardes Street, Reservoir     
Ph: 9462 4833 Fax: 9462 5351 Mob: 0432 227 621

YOUR TAXI PAINTING EXPERT

DIFFERENTIAL BUSHES $350 save $135

BA - BF SEDAN REAR SHockERS fitted right and left $180 save $150

BA - BF RADIAToR fitted $160 save $80

BA - BF FRoNT H/D DIScS fitted $60 each save $25

TAXI ENGINE SERVIcE $40

BA - BF FoRD 4 SpEED TRANSmISSIoN SERVIcE $60

FG FRoNT ARmS available at a good price 

SPRING TIME 
SPECIALS
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T here seems to be a growing impatience in some quarters that the Taxi 
Industry Inquiry is dragging its feet and should be coming forward with 
findings, proposals and actions.  My view is quite different.

Whilst I think the taxi industry can easily and simply be depicted as six or 
so boxes with interconnecting lines, the picture is far more complicated when 
you look inside the boxes. 

The interrelationship between people and actions inside each box are not 
as easily understood or explainable. To make things more confusing, some 
people find themselves in more than one box which for some can lead to split 
personalities and identity crises. 

The Inquiry needs time to run down these interrelations and determine what 
they mean, how they fit together and interact, and how a change in one rela-
tionship will impact upon others in the same box. Then the relationships with 
other boxes has to go through the same sort of detailed analysis.

This all takes time and I, for one, don’t want to see mistakes being made - 
mistakes that could ruin the industry, worsen service provision and standard, 
and take a long time to recover from.

However, the world cannot stop while the Inquiry does this important work. 
The review of fares and the granting of a fare adjustment must not be delayed 
because of what might or might not happen to high level policy or legislative 
change. The way things are now with the fare adjustment hiatus reminds me 
of the United Nations discussing famine relief arrangements, responsibilities 
and portions, as the famished die.

It is important that Taxi Talk readers know that there is a lot of actions going 
on behind the scene to make things happen in a sensible way, and which will 
lead to a realistic and positive outcome.

It is pleasing that taxi operators and drivers, along with NSPs (Network 
Service Providers), are interacting with the Inquiry. David Samuel’s article 
looks at the VTA submissions made so far.

I encourage readers to regularly look at the VTA website www.victaxi.com.
au, and become a Twitter user and follow the VTA on @victaxis.

Federally, the VTA through the ATIA is involved in the important matters of 
carbon emissions legislation and the Inquiry into employer responsibilities for 
workers holding a visa.   D

kjghuiohjk,k

Neil Sach VTA CEO

The review of 
fares and the 
granting of a 

fare adjustment 
must not be 

delayed.
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NewService

Expresso Carwash
The answer to a cheap, fast and thorough wash
$29 a month for unlimited car washes!
Expresso Carwash at 246 Nichol-

son Street, Fitzroy (cnr Johnston St) 
has launched an unlimited carwash 
club membership tailored and de-
signed specifically for taxis for just 
$29 a month; it’s called the $29 Taxi 
Club. For $29 a month you can use 
either the soft cloth or touch free au-
tomatic machines and be in and out 
in 4 minutes with your car back on 
the road in showroom condition. The 
ultra-High Tech German engineered 
machines will give your car an all 
over thorough and detailed wash 
which includes revolutionary wheel 
washing technology, ensuring that 
your car and its wheels are always 
looking brand new. 

Best of all Expresso Carwash is 
open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Not only do Expresso offer wash 
options on their automatic machines 
with leading edge technology and 
totally unlimited access  for Taxi Club 
members; 

Expresso Carwash have 2 self-
serve bays, 5 vacuum bays along 
with shampoo, fragrances, vending 
facilities and a dog wash.

Expresso Carwash is a brand new 
facility located at 246 Nicholson St 
(cnr Nicholson St & Johnston St) 
Fitzroy and only 1km from the CBD. 
It is equipped with the revolutionary 
RFID tag system that allows your ve-
hicle to pass through their machines 
without leaving the vehicle. Adhered 
to each car the ExTag is scanned pri-
or to each wash. Monthly statements 
provide detailed analysis of usage 
with hassle-free management. 

Expresso Carwash’s mission is 
simple. To provide the most efficient, 
affordable car wash program within 
Melbourne’s CBD.

Expresso Carwash is a fully ac-

credited member of the Austral-
ian Car Wash Association and is 
equipped with a water recycling sys-
tem that saves up to 85% of water 
used, making Expresso Carwash 
the right choice for the environment.

The amazing $29 Taxi Club offer 
has been taken up by many of the 
Taxi industries largest operators, in-
cluding ‘Taxi Staffing’ who have re-
cently completed a 1 month trial of 
the program with 10 vehicles chosen 
to put the $29 Taxi Club through its 
paces. Taxi Staffing  Managing Di-
rector Chris Sikavitsas says: 

“We’re delighted to have complet-
ed a successful trial of Expresso car-
wash. Our drivers could not be hap-
pier with the service Expresso have 
provided and the quality of the wash 
that they deliver. The club program 
makes it so easy and cost effective 
to keep our cars looking as good 
as they should. Now there are no 
excuses for our drivers not having a 
clean car, they know we expect them 
to use the site regularly and now we 
have monthly reporting showing us 
exactly how often and when the cars 
in our fleet have been washed. Put 
simply it’s been a revolution for our 
business and we look forward to 
continuing a strong relationship with 
Expresso Carwash”

Mainstream media has also tak-
en note of the difference Expresso 
Carwash is making for taxi drivers, 
owners and operators. A recent ar-
ticle in the Herald Sun identified how 
Expresso Carwash and its exclusive 
Taxi Club program is going a long 
way to restoring the public percep-
tion of Taxi’s and the cleanliness of 
the cabs on our roads. 

Expresso Carwash owner Dion Gi-
annarelli recently was interviewed on 

3AW’s drive program about how he 
wants to fight a war on unclean cabs 
and do whatever he can to make it  
fast, easy, cheap and effective for 
taxi drivers and operators to keep 
their vehicles in the best condition 
possible, ensuring shiny yellow cabs 
are on our roads.

To take up on this amazing of-
fer which comes with the industry’s 
highest possible recommendations 
Expresso Carwash would welcome 
the opportunity to meet with you 
at your office or onsite at Expresso 
Carwash to walk you through their 
high tech facility. Please free to call 
Lewis Romano anytime on 0416 360 
490 to arrange a suitable time. D 



TAXI CLUB
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Surcharges

Priority service for taxi testing.  Close to the 
airport & comfortable waiting area.
Specialise in LPG installations on Commuter,  
  Aurion, Falcon and Holden Caprice
Express general mechanical & LPG Servicing

 Allpoint Autogas Tullamarine 
9330 2699 Factory 12, Cnr Keilor Park Drive & Lambeck Drive

TAXIS

LICENSED  INSTALLER

VicRoads LICENSED TAXI TESTER

Clarification of new surcharge provisons
Last month in Taxi Talk, it was 

reported that an amendment had 
been made to the Transport (Com-
pliance and Miscellaneous) Act 
1983 in regard to late night and 
holiday surcharges. It has become 
clear that the requirements need to 
be explained.

Metropolitan and outer-suburban 
taxi meters are programmed (or 
should be) such that the 20% late 
night surcharge arrangements as 
well as the public holiday surcharges happen automatically.

For urban and country (not including outer-suburban) taxis the arrangements are different. The most impor-
tant thing to understand is that the late night charge is a fee not a surcharge. This means that when the late 
night fee (currently $3) is chargeable, it is part of the fare box and therefore subject to the rent provisions of the 
bailment agreement.

However, when the public holiday surcharge (currently $3-70) comes into operation (all day Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day, as well as 6pm to midnight New Year’s Eve), the late night fee is suspended 
and the public holiday surcharge takes over. The law as it stands is that drivers of these urban and country taxis 
retain all of the surcharge.    D
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North East Region

• Chairperson
 Damian Murphy (Euroa)
• Secretary
 Eleanor Fitz (Wodonga)
• Councillor nominee 
 Hans Zonneveldt (Cobram)

Gippsland Region

• Chairperson
 Gary Trewin (Sale)
• Secretary
 Carmen Giddens (Morwell)
• Councillor nominee 
 Carmen Giddens (Morwell)

Western Region

• Chairperson 
 Max Hood (Horsham)
• Secretary 
 Jan Uebergang (Hamilton)
• Councillor nominee
 Jan Uebergang (Hamilton)

North West Region

• Chairperson
 Shane Burke (St Arnaud)
• Secretary
 Gary Mandouit 
 (Echuca/Moama)
• Councillor nominee 
 Tuna Guclu (Crown Taxis)  D  

Country region 
elections
During August and September, the four VTA regions held 
their election meetings. These meetings combined the 
election of the region committee Chairperson and Secre-
tary, and the election of the region nominee for appoint-
ment to VTA Council at the VTA AGM in November.

Call today for more information
Igor - 0430 202 878    Raj  - 9555 7777

Eastmoor Taxis

2011 TOYOTA COMMUTERS
& KIAS GRAND CARNIVAL 

FOR SALE
NORMAL TAXIS

FOR SET PRICE 

ALSO AVAILABLE

FINANCE AVAILABLE TO 

APPROVED CUSTOMERS

17 Bignell Road MooRaBBIn     

with or without a WAT licence

et
_1

01
1

WAT
DRIVERS
NEEDED

DID YOU 
KNOW ?
Al Capone was caught by an ac-
countant!  In the 1920s, the most 
notorious criminal in the United 
States was Alphonse “Scarface” 
Capone.  Capone was known 
by various monikers: “Boss of 
the Chicago Outfit” (a.k.a., “the 
Mob”) and “The Big Fellow.” 

In 1930, Capone was elevated 
to Public Enemy Number 1 and 
headed a list of 28 of the world’s 
most vicious criminals. He be-
came Chicago’s most infamous 
leader of the Mafia, a secret crimi-
nal organization in the U.S. which 
had roots all the way back to Sicily 
and Italy.   D

Soldiers do not march in step 
when going across bridges be-
cause they could set up a vibra-
tion which could be sufficient to 
knock the bridge down.  D
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AroundTown

Melbourne Festival
6 – 22 October all around Melbourne

No slip
No buckle! 

Customised Covers 
to suit your taxi 

HOURS: Monday to Friday 10am to 5pm  Saturday 10am to 3pm

548 Bell Street PRESTON
Between St.Georges & Gilbert Roads www.coverupcaraccessories.com

QUALITY CUSTOM MADE TAXI MATS

Rear one piece and front custom made mats

COVER UP 
CAR ACCESSORIES

9484 5507

Large selection of quality seat covers in canvas, 
quality vinyl and quality microfibre materials to fit 
Falcon BA BF FG, Holden Commodore, Camry, 

Prius and Commuter Hi-Ace vans slwb.

FAST 
TAXI 

SERVICE

A truly international Festival, it 
features major presentations by 
visiting artists from countries in-
cluding Russia, India, Sudan, In-
donesia, Japan, Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, the People’s 
Republic of China, Iraq, Lithuania, 
Ireland, South Africa, Israel, Syria 
and Ukraine.

Some local and international 
artists featuring in the program 
include Joss Stone, Emmanuel 
Jal, Chunky Move, The Black Arm 
Band, Okkervil River, Ricki Lee 
Jones, Kronos Quartet, Red Stitch 
Actors Theatre, Balletlab, Victorian 
Opera and many more.  

An arresting and playful sculp-
tural spectacle takes over the 
streets of Melbourne with sub-
versive Russian art collective, 
AES+F’s Angels- Demons.Parade 
along Swanston Street and St 
Kilda Road.  Public art at its most 
wondrous and inclusive also fea-
tures in the brand new,  captivat-
ing and typically audacious light 
show from Australian projection 
art pioneers, The Electric Canvas. 

Taking one of Melbourne’s most 
recognisable public spaces - the 
Arts Centre – Cacophony: The Art 
of Conflict constructs a hypnotic 
and dazzling light show around the 
individual shapes and contours of 
its architecture. 

Festival opening night features 
the National Theatre of China’s 
Rhinoceros In Love, a frenetic 
and compelling glimpse of the 
new face of 21st century Chinese 
theatre; the world premiere of As-

sembly, an ambitious collaboration 
between Chunky Move and the 
Victorian Opera that investigates 
the enigmatic motion of crowds; 
another world  premiere for the 
Festival from the intrepid Back to 
Back Theatre with Ganesh Versus 
the Third Reich; and the acclaimed 
Manganiyar Seduction, a fusion of 
the timeless intensity of traditional 
Rajasthani musicianship with daz-
zling stage design.    D

Tom Tom Crew



C
rown Melbourne is 
undertaking sig-
nificant redevelop-
ment works at the 
western end of its 

property over the next six to eight 
weeks which continue to restrict 
access to the taxi rank at various 
times.   

In order to better manage taxi 
access and egress during this 
period Crown has committed to 
maintaining a taxi feeder system 
whilst the works are in progress. 

 The system will manage the 
flow of taxis at both the eastern 
and western ends of the property 
and will operate during the times 
below until further notice.   

Please note that access to 
the taxi feeder is via the laneway 
off City Road located under the 
Kingsway overpass and adjacent 
to Crown’s Multi-deck Carpark.

Sunday to Thursday  
2200 – 0200 

Friday and Saturday   
2200 – 0300
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Victoria Police have advised that they will be actively enforcing traffic 
laws around the Crown complex during this time specifically in White-
man and Clarendon Streets to ensure appropriate traffic flows are main-
tained.  They have further advised that substantial fines are applicable 
for drivers entering choked intersections and impeding the progress of 
trams.   

The Taxi Directorate have also advised that they will have compliance 
officers present at various times during this period.   D

Quality and ReliabilityQuality and Reliability
ULTIMATE ULTIMATE FORFOR

Service and Repairs
Reco Warranty 100,000 kms          Repair Warranty 50,000 kms

TRANSMISSION!TRANSMISSION!

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION REBUILDERS Pty Ltd
109 Nicholson Street, East Brunswick  9388 8748   0408 105 029

REPAIR ONLY  from

FG - 4 speed   $700$700
FG - 5 speed  $950$950
FG - 6 speed  $1500$1500
    

RECONDITIONED

FG - 4 speed  $1250$1250
FG - 5 speed  $1850$1850
FG - 6 speed  $2400$2400

FORD TRANS

TRANSMISSION COOLERS 
ALSO FITTED

REPAIR ONLY from

VE - 5 speed $1600  $1600   
50,000 K/M WARRANTY

RECONDITIONED

VE - 5 speed  $2200  $2200   
100,000 K/M WARRANTY

HOLDEN TRANS

AT
R_

08
11

Taxi feeder 
system
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This will be my last Taxi Talk column, 
as I am departing the VTD after almost 
four years in the position of General 
Manager to take on a new challenge 
in a senior role at the Department of 
Transport. 

Marnie Williams, who was previ-
ously serving as the Deputy Manager 
at the VTD, is acting General Manager. 

With a wealth of experience under 
her belt, I am confident Marnie will do 
a great job as VTD General Manager. 

During my time at the VTD, I have 
enjoyed working with taxi industry 
stakeholders on a number of impor-
tant initiatives to improve the quality 
of services for taxi passengers, espe-
cially those with a disability. 

I am proud to have been involved 
in improving safety for drivers through 
the mandating of driver protection 
screens and prepaid fares. 

We have also made great strides 
in increasing industry accountabil-
ity through Taxi Industry Accreditation 
Scheme. 

The reform package announced 
in December 2008, which included a 
fare increase, the release of additional 
taxi licences as part of the Greater 
Melbourne Taxi Licence Release, dou-
bling of the Multi Purpose Taxi Pro-
gram’s trip and annual caps, and the 
introduction of a draft model bailment 
agreement, was a significant achieve-
ment and a step in the right direction 
for the industry. 

I have always said that the Victorian 
taxi industry should aspire to the best 
taxi industry in Australia. 

The next 12 months will prove to be 
an important period for the industry 
and I sincerely wish all stakeholders 
the best in working towards that over-
arching objective.     D

VTDUpdate

Farewell and best wishes 

VTD needs your e-details 
Over the coming months, the VTD will be switching over to a 

more electronic platform for communicating with the industry. 
This will enable the VTD to provide more timely and detailed in-

formation to drivers, operators, NSPs and other important industry 
stakeholders.

If you wish to register to receive notifications from the VTD, 
please send your email addresses and mobile phone numbers to 
vtdcontact@transport.vic.gov.au  D

Peter Corcoran, VTD General Manager says farewell to the cabbies.
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Help keep 
Victoria safe 

GL
V 

10
10

Don’t buy a used

FALCON
until you phone

TAXI

0418 362 521
10/2010

FG XT SEDAN 
•	 INJECTION	LPG-PETROL
•	 TAXI	YELLOW
•	 TAXI	RWC	SUPPLIED

  $26,500

G
LV
_1
01
1

02/2010 
FG XT SEDAN

$21,000

$21,000

lmct 8168

from

BUNDOORA

S
N
42
8

S
N
42
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Terrorism remains a threat to people living in Australia and as 
a taxi driver in Victoria, you are in a position to help prevent 
attacks before they happen.  

When at work be aware of your surroundings and report 
anything that seems suspicious. 

Does an abandoned bag look different or out of place? 

Have you heard conversations that alarm you? 

If you suspect 
terrorism 
related 
activity, report 
it and help 
keep Victoria 
safe.   D

• Share the facts - depression and anxiety 
are common illnesses, not weaknesses, 
and with the right treatment, most 
people recover. 

• Display beyondblue’s free Mental Health 
Week postcards and posters in your 
workplace.

• Wear a beyondblue wristband to create 
awareness of depression and anxiety. D

Mental 
Health 
Week 
9-15 October
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Training

Driver accreditation

Taxi Ad 152mm w x 110mm h

leaders in wheelchair access

Call now to schedule a free demonstration   1300 660 773   www.automobility.com.au

GRAND CARNIVAL 
Wheelchair Accessible Taxi

VTD Deadline is 

September 13! 

Stock vehicles available 

for IMMEDIATE 

delivery.

Our proven & successful Kia Grand Carnival 
Wheelchair Accessible Taxi conversion has 

patented independent rear suspension & seating 
for driver, 1 wheelchair & 4 passengers. 

•  200,000 km warranty on vehicle 
   (including if LPG fitted)

•  Local service and back up

•  Quick manufacturing time gets you earning sooner
•  Discreet conversion provides customer satisfaction   
   for wheelchair and able bodied clients 
•  High quality, reliable conversion means less 
   time off the road

The Victorian Taxi Directorate 
(VTD) is committed to improving 
standards in driver accreditation 
and training. 

From Monday, 3 October 2011, 
the VTD will commence a quality 
assurance programme to report on 
the skills and knowledge of appli-
cants for Metropolitan Taxi and Hire 
Car Driver Accreditation that have 
passed driver training with a VTD 
recognised Registered Training Or-
ganisation (RTO).

Under the new arrangement, 
some applicants who present their 
Taxi Training Passport or Taxi Train-
ing Register at the VTD to obtain a 
driver accreditation will be randomly 
selected to undertake a mandatory 
summarised test of the driver ac-
creditation training and Knowledge 

of Melbourne test by a VTD repre-
sentative. The test will take approxi-
mately 30 minutes. 

In addition, all new applicants for 
Metropolitan Taxi and Hire Car Driver 
Accreditation will be asked four on-
the-spot questions before being 
issued an authority to proceed to 
training. These questions are de-
signed to assist in identifying any 
areas of weakness before training 
commences.  

This new process will help the 
VTD ensure new drivers have the 
skills and knowledge they need to 
drive in Melbourne.

If you require further information 
about this new process, please con-
tact the VTD on 1800 638 802 (toll-
free).  D

VTD Customer 
Service Centre 

The VTD Customer Serv-
ice Centre (CSC), located on 
level 23, 80 Collins Street, 
Melbourne, closes at 4.30pm 
between Monday and Friday. 

To ensure we have ade-
quate time to attend to your 
inquiry, please arrive before 
4:15pm.  

Visitors who arrive after 
4:15pm may be asked to re-
turn at a later date if the cen-
tre is busy and their query 
cannot be dealt with prior to 
4:30pm     D
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New wheelchair accessible taxi (WAT) lifting 
fees were introduced from 30 August 2011 
and are now applicable.

The fees have been revised in line with 
changes in the Consumer Price Index 
(Melbourne, All groups).  D

WATFees

Norden Conversion 
60-62 Bennet Street 
Dandenong, Vic 3175 
Ph: (03) 9793 1066 
www.norden.com.au 
conversion@norden.com.au 
 
 

“A Proud Tradition since 1959” 

MAXI TAXI 
Quick Turnaround  

All your  
wheelchair access  
Sales and Service needs. 

Lightweight conversion does not exceed legal 
GVM. Light weight = more fuel efficient 

All new light weight reverse facing seat 

Changes to WAT lifting fees

Old New 
Lifting fee for WATs in 
metropolitan Melbourne

$14.65 $15.20

Lifting fee for conventional 
taxis in outer-suburban, urban 
and country

$7.35 $7.60

Performance Based Booking 
System booking fee

$5.25 $5.45
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Alex tAxis mobile eftpos

SMALLER > BRIGHTER > FASTER

www.alextaxis.com

   Mobile eftpos

www.platebroker.com.au

LI C E N C E 4 SA LE

VHA $$$

> Fastest recovery for loss of income
> Prompt repairs carried out in well equipped workshop
> Quick repairs to put you back on the road ASAP
> Genuine parts used
> Get rewarded for no claims and not at fault claims
> Third party property / public liability cover 30 Million
> 24hr Help Hotline 0425 837 766

119 Errol  St  Nth Melb   Call  Chantel 9348 9507 

TAXI COVER  
ATB

FOR ALL YOUR TAXI COVER

TAXI VHA

2 YeARS LeFT  
CAR&LiCenCe  

$BUYMT

TAXI COVER  
TAXI COVER  

$503,000  

1  m LeASe LeFT  
CLeAR LiCenCe  
$505,000  

@ $2000 p/m  
on LeASe 10m 
$490,000  

$53,000  
CLeAR LiCenCe  @ $2500 p/m  

on LeASe 36m 
$485,000  
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Emergency 
management 
reform

 For the best tyre value in town... come to Gaffney Tyres

High mileage - High performance 
l Nexen l Wanli l Hi Fly 
l Minerva l Gemstone 
l  Austone l Bolex 
l Maxtrek l Rotalla 
l Maxxis l Blue Streak 

l Achilles

NEW TAXI TYRES
195 60 R15     $90  Rotalla
215 60 R16     $80  Wanli
215 60 R16   $100  Blue Streak
225 60 R16   $110  Sunny
225 55 R17   $125  Minerva
225 50 R17   $125  Minerva
235 45 R17   $110  Austone
245 45 R18   $145  Rotalla
235 60 R17    $175 4WD/Nexen Taxi

LT TYRES
195 R15LT from  $95

195 R14LT from  $95

GAFFNEY WHEELS & TYRES   
116 Gaffney Street, Coburg     Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm   Sat 9am-3pm 

Taxi Brakes from  $70
Wheel Alignment $25

REPLACE 

WINDSCREEN 

from $150

$135 Wheel Balance Steel   $5
Wheel Balance Aluminium  $10
Puncture Repairs  $15

$70
TAXI SERVICE

FREE
Wheel Alignment
and Balancing

Does your taxi pull to one side 
   or wander all over the road?

Free when you purchase 
and fit 4 new taxi tyres.  

Free rotation after 10,000 kms

2nd hand tyres 
       from $40

all prices include GST

9350 7265

gw
t_
08
11

from

Victoria’s emergency services, volunteers and com-
munities will be able to have their say as the Victorian 
Government initiates major reform to Victoria’s crisis 
and emergency management arrangements.

Deputy Premier and Minister for Police and Emer-
gency Services Peter Ryan joined emergency services 
chiefs in Melbourne last month to release the Green 
Paper Towards a More Disaster Resilient and Safer 
Victoria.

Mr Ryan said the Green Paper marked the start of a 
two month consultation process that sought innova-
tive ideas and feedback to improve the way Victoria 
responded to emergencies.

He said that while we have one of the best emer-
gency services in the world, the Green Paper offers the 
opportunity for all of us to consider new ways to ensure 
we are equipped to deal with the increased risks of fire, 
flood and other natural disasters.

“We want to get the structures, response and laws 
right and the Green Paper will help develop options 
that will improve support for the thousands of volun-
teers and staff in our emergency services organisa-
tions who sacrifice so much to protect our communi-
ties,” he said.

The Green Paper process will also take into ac-
count the valuable lessons and recommendations 
from the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission 
and the current Flood Review.

The Green Paper can be accessed at www.dpc.
vic.gov.au and submissions can be made until 14 
November.    D



Phone: 0425-83-88-55

TAXI UPDATES
Best Deals In Town

10/2010 FALCON FG XT sedan 
INJECTED GAS/PETROL, taxi yellow paint, s/n 306 .................................

$23,990
03/2010 FALCON FG XT sedan
FACTORY GAS, taxi yellow paint, s/n 560 ...................................................

$23,490
11/2009 FALCON BF XT MK3 s/wagon
FACTORY GAS, taxi yellow paint s/n 605 ....................................................

$22,990
09/2009 FALCON FG XT sedan
FACTORY GAS, taxi yellow paint, s/n 478 ...............................................

$21,990

lmct 9707  
carcentral_1011

OPEN
 

7 D
AY

S
CALL

9AM - 9PM

ALSO AVAILABLE
•	 Taxi	equipment	fit-outs
•	 Easy	finance

MORE CARS IN STOCK
CALL FOR DETAILS

Y
F
_

0
5

1
1

We are accredited with over 30 banks and other lenders

PH: 9561 8876
FAX 8502 0090

yarrafinance
experts in commercial finance

proudly serving the taxi industry

cheap rates

best service

fast approvals

� CAR FINANCE

ALL TAXI LICENCES & VHA

HOME LOANS

all taxi vehicles (cars and vans, VHA vehicles, limos and others)

�

�

cheap finance rates...

TTAAXXIITTAAXXII

ffiinnaanncceeffiinnaannccee
GAP COVER

AVAILABLE

3300,,000000$$
UP

TO



	 elbourne’s	taxi	industry	was	devastated	when	two	years	ago,	

	 Silver	Top’s	administration	centre	and	communications	hub	in		

Collingwood	was	totally	destroyed	by	fire.	The	taxi	industry	

Australia	wide,	was	then	stunned	that	the	management	and	

staff,	in	an	incredible	24	hour	period	were	able	to	resurrect	their	

communications	network	and	continued	day-to-day	operations	

from	various	facilities	around	Melbourne.

	

Today,	that	same	team,	is	beaming	with	pride	as	they	move	back	to,	

not	only	their	old	address,	but	a	new	premises	which	is	arguably	the	

best	taxi	network	facility	in	the	world.

	

“We	have	built	this	new	facility	from	the	ground	up	to	enable	our	staff	

to	provide	a	first	class	service	to	our	operators	and	drivers”	says	

Business	Manager	Kevin	Gange.		The	new	call	centre	will	house	the	

MT	Data	satellite	booking	system	which	has	led	the	industry	since	its	

launch	18	months	ago.

	

“I	am	confident	our	operators	and	drivers	will	be	very	pleased	

with	the	resources	the	new	facility	brings”	says	General	Manager	

Andrew	Gilmartin.

	

In	an	industry	that	will	face	many	challenges	over	the	next	few	years	

Silver	Top	has	made	a	substantial	financial	investment	demonstrating	

its	commitment	to	remain	Melbourne’s	icon	of	the	taxi	industry.	

	 					To	find	out	more	or	to	join	Melbourne’s	state	of	the	art		 	

	 						taxi	network	call		Silver	Top	on	8413	8111 Be part of the future. Call 8413 8111

M
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GRAND OPENING 
GRAND OPENING 
GRAND OPENING TULLA TYRES

TULLA TYRES

205 65 15  $40
195 65 15  $40
195 60 15  $40
215 60 16  $40
225 60 16  $50
235 45 17  $60
225 50 17  $60 
225 55 17  $60
235 50 17  $80

HIGH QUALITY
USED TYRES

BUY DIRECT 
AND SAVE

20 GARDEN DRIVE TULLAMARINE 
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 5.30pm   Sat: 9am - 3pm

9939 7621

195 60 15  $85
195 65 15  $85
205 65 15  $75
215 60 16  $80
225 60 16  $105
225 55 16  $115
235 45 17  $95

225 50 17  $120
225 55 17  $120
225 40 18  $110
235 40 18  $110
245 45 18  $130
195 R15     $100 LT

            NEW CAB TYRES

FREE 
Wheel alignment and
Rotation & balance every 10,000kms 

with every 4 new tyres

SpECIAl pRICES foR TAxIS

PUNCTURE REPAIRS  $10

3D LASER WHEEL ALIGNMENT $25
taxis only special price

COMPUTER WHEEL BALANCE $5

SPRING 
SALE

TULLA_1011

TAXI TALK - VOICE OF THE TAXI INDUSTRY

Victorians have been invited to 
have their say on confusing and 
potentially dangerous stretches 
of road with too many speed limit 
changes.

Announcing the call for com-
munity input on Balaclava Road 
in Caulfield North, Roads Minister 
Terry Mulder said the location was 
an example of where there were 
ten speed zones between Brighton 
Road/St Kilda Road and Kam-
brook Road.

“Many Victorians have ex-
pressed confusion and frustra-
tion at roads with multiple speed 
limit changes, school zones, shop-
ping strips and town centres,” Mr 
Mulder said.

“This section of Balaclava Road/
Carlisle Street, for example, in-
cludes a 40 km/h strip shopping 
centre speed limit, 40 km/h school 
speed limits and 60 km/h speed 
limits, with a total of eight speed 
zone changes in four kilometres.

“We’ve asked VicRoads to con-
duct this review to make speed 
limits simpler, more consistent and 
easier to understand for all Victo-
rians.”

Mr Mulder said it was important 
that speed limits were applied con-

sistently across the state to ensure 
that they were easy for drivers to 
adhere to.

“Submissions are now open 
for Victorians to nominate roads 

where they believe the speed lim-
its should be reviewed,” Mr Mulder 
said.

“If you have something to say 
about roads with too many speed 
zone changes, speed zones at 
schools or shopping strips, or you 

have a suggestion to make speed 
limits easier to understand, we 
want to hear from you.”

Mr Mulder said speed limits were 
set to provide a balance between 

safety and mobility, with consid-
eration given to traffic, pedestrians 
and surrounding developments.

People interested in making a 
submission can check the Terms of 
Reference found on the VicRoads 
website at vicroads@vic.gov.au. 

Victorian speed limit review
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SafeDriving
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MELBOURNE CITY     TOYOTA
621 ELIZABETH ST, MELBOURNE... JUST UP FROM THE VIC MARKET
CALL JENNIE MANN ON 9282 8888
OR EMAIL jennie.mann@melbcitytoyota.com.au

www.melbcitytoyota.com.auNow You’re Smiling!

OPEN 
7 DAYS

Bring this ad in & receive a 

FREE 
Taxi  Accessory Kit 

with any taxi purchase made this month*

FOR ALL THINGS TAXI

* Taxi Accessory Kit includes a Torch, First Aid Kit and Car Mats. Pics for illustration purposes only. E&OE. LMCT 10618. MCT106759

SEE MELBOURNE CITY TOYOTA
ENQUIRE NOW FOR 

MAXI TAXI PACK 
$AVING$

MELBOURNE CITY     MELBOURNE CITY     TOYOTA

ENQUIRE NOW FOR 
MAXI TAXI PACK 

$AVING$

MELBOURNE CITY     
621 ELIZABETH ST, MELBOURNE... JUST UP FROM THE VIC MARKET
MELBOURNE CITY     

HYBRID CAMRY 
Australia’s First 

Locally Built Hybrid 
HERE NOW!

Submissions are open from 30 Au-
gust to 11 October 2011 and can 
be sent to speedreview@roads.
vic.gov.au or post it to Speed Limit 
Review, 60 Denmark Street, Kew, 
Vic, 3101.

Mr Mulder said the 2011 VicRo-
ads Review of Speed Limits would 
investigate:
• routes with large numbers of 

speed zone changes 
• opportunities to reduce the 

number of speed limit chang-
es 

• school speed zones, includ-
ing 
• layout and location 
• remote crossings 
• times of operation 
• days of operation 

• strip shopping centre times
• speed limits in town centres 
• use and application of advi-

sory speed limits 
• minimum length of speed 

zones, and 
• consistency of speed limits 

under similar conditions. 
Mr Mulder said the output of the 

review would be a report outlin-
ing proposed changes to speed 

zone guidelines, the application 
of existing speed zone guidelines, 
changes to existing speed limits, 
and communication activity to sup-
port speed limits. He said VicRo-
ads would complete the review by 
December 2011 and present the 
findings to the government.  D
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With thousands more licensed 
taxis than New York City, Dublin 
Ireland is facing a glut of idle cabs.

The most visible sign of the Irish 
recession is not the endless ‘For 
Sale’ or ‘Price Reduced’ signs that  
line the residential and business  
streets; it is the sheer number of 
idle taxis.  At some taxi stands in 
central Dublin, the cars are lined 
up two dozen deep, their drivers 
bored rigid behind the wheel.

  Since the controversial dereg-
ulation of the Irish taxi industry in 
2000, the city of Dublin (population 
2-million-plus) has seen its number 
of plates skyrocket from  2,722 to 
16,000-plus.  That’s a lot of taxis. 
The number of plates across Ire-
land has climbed from 3,900 to 
21,000-plus. New York City, which 
is 7 or 8 times bigger than Dublin, 
has about 13,000 licensed cabs.

  And the extraordinary surplus of 
cabs has left drivers in the Emerald 
Isle in dire straits.

“We’ve got terrible problems 
over here,” says Tommy Gor-
man, former president of the 
2,500-member National Taxi Driv-
ers Union, which dissolved earlier 
this year.

The newspapers feature recur-
ring headlines about stressed-out 
drivers working 14 to 16-hour days, 
having their homes repossessed, 

suffering strokes and heart at-
tacks, and more than occasionally 
committing suicide.

 With the introduction of deregu-
lation, the Government’s stated 
intention was to provide improved 
levels of service to the public – 
particularly at pub closing time.          
However, industry leaders say the 
heightened competition has re-
sulted in poorer service levels in 
general, overcharging on fares, 
and drug trafficking by cab drivers.

Earlier this year, Minister of State 
for Public Transport Alan Kelly an-
nounced plans for a taxi industry 
review, after public outrage over an 
investigative TV show about job-
bing in the taxi industry, fighting at 
stands, and unsafe cars.

More recently, the situation has 
been exacerbated by the fall of the 
Celtic Tiger (with the Irish economy 
nose diving from its much touted 
highs of the mid-2000’s.), and the 
arrival of foreign operators into the 
business, whom Gorman alleges 
are hiring illegal drivers and “un-
dercutting” the wages of licensed 
cabbies. (Under deregulation, an-
yone can buy a taxi license for a 
nominal fee, provided they have a 
three-year old car or newer).

“The last three years have been-
very, very difficult to make a living 
in this business,” he continues.The 

whole pub scene has gone very, 
very slow, and hotels are closing 
by the week. People are no longer 
going out, and then there’s the il-
legals. But our real problem is the 
saturated market.”

Irish taxi industry leaders have-
unsuccessfully lobbied the Gov-
ernment to put a cap on the 
number of taxi plates. Some have 
alleged that the industry is being 
used as a “cash cow”.

Now, Gorman is planning to ap-
proach the Minister with the idea of 
the government buying back some 
of these plates. (In the late 1970’s, 
Montreal was forced to buy back 
one-third to one-half of its plates 
after attempting deregulation.)

Ireland’s taxi woes should send 
a powerful message to any officials 
who may be contemplating the 
conversion of Green Top or Am-
bassadors into Standard plates in 
an already over-saturated market-
place, Gorman emphasizes.

“Here, it’s a total mess,” says 
Gorman. “We’re suggesting they 
should buy it back and start over. 

If you saturate a market, people 
are going to suffer. The conse-
quences are so extreme…We’ve 
had 13 suicides in the past year.                  

from MIKE BEGGS  D

Irish deregulation taxi glut



Pics for illustration purpose only. E & O.E. LMCT 5199. P106348

1300 996 172

•  INSTANT FINANCE AVAILABLE
See the taxi finance specialist Peter Mazarakis for a great deal

 

•  HUGE RANGE OF FALCONS
Sedan/Wagon, gas or dual fuel

 

•  FULL TAXI FIT OUTS
Paint, stickers, equipment, WE CAN ARRANGE IT ALL!

SEE THE  

DEDICATED TEAM  

AT PRESIDENT FORD  

TODAY TO WORK OUT 

THE BEST PACKAGE 

FOR YOU AND YOUR 

CAB! 

FALCON



 TAXI TALK - VOICE OF THE TAXI INDUSTRY OCTOBER 201126

AroundTown

12 MONTHS/20,000kms
GUARANTEE

Ask about our 3 year/100,000kms 
guarantee option

FREE LPGas service first 3000 kms

RIGHT WAY GAS CONVERSIONS
1/122 Fairbairn Road Sunshine West

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY QUALIFIED TECHNICIANS

AAFRB ACCREDITED

SAVE $$$
BEST PRICES 
IN VICTORIA

GAS INJECTION 
SYSTEMS

LPG Conversions

Call Charlie and book your taxi 
for fast, professional LPGas 
taxi conversion and service. 9311 2314

BEST
We pick up and deliver 
anywhere in metro area

LA Galaxy and Melbourne Victory 
will play in a blockbuster Australian 
match featuring soccer superstars 
Harry Kewell, David Beckham and 
Landon Donovan on 6 December 
this year at Etihad Stadium, Pre-
mier Ted Baillieu has announced.

Between now and the end of the 
year, Victoria will play host to an un-
precedented number of Australia’s 
biggest sporting events including:
• the AFL Finals festival, culmi-

nating in the Grand Final on 
Saturday 1 October; 

• the Australian Motorcycle 
Grand Prix (MotoGP) at Phillip 
Island from 14 to 16 October; 

• Australia’s most success-
ful horseracing carnival, the 
Spring Racing Carnival, in-
cluding the internationally-
celebrated running of the 
Melbourne Cup on Tuesday 1 
November; 

• the first game of the Interna-
tional Rules series featuring 
Australia vs Ireland on Friday 
28 October; 

• ISAF’s Sailing World Cup from 
November 6 to 12; 

• the staging of the Presidents 
Cup Golf Tournament from 
14-20 November at Royal Mel-
bourne Golf Course featuring 
24 of the greatest players in 
the world; and 

• the JBWere Masters at Victo-
ria Golf Club, featuring world 
number 1 Luke Donald, from 
December 15 to 18.   D

Blockbuster in Melbourne



UNITED TAXI CLUB
6 good reasons to 
insure your taxi and 
hire cars with us 
1.	 Lower	annual	premiums
2.	 Taxis	are	covered	by	a	major	Australian	
Insurance	Company	for	3rd	Party	Property	
damage	up	to	30	million.

3.	 Additional	Policies	available	-	Public	liability	
and	personal	accident.

4.	 Fast,	Courteous	and	Professional	service.
5.	 Quick	repairs	and	brand	new	parts	used.
6.	 Fast	recovery	for	loss	of	income.
	

covering	taxis	and	hire	cars

UNITED TAXI CLUB
3/177-181	Northbourne	Road
Campbellfield
Ph/Fax 9303 9069

For more 
information call

Jaspreet	on	0433	171	422	or	
Manvinder	on	0433	413	628

Trinity Body Works Pty Ltd
Taxi	resprays	from	$1400
Quality	smash	repairs
Quality	equipment	and	premium	paints
Quick	repair	time	to	put	you	back	on	
road	sooner	
Contact Jaspreet 
0433 171 422 or 9303 9069

Ozway Trans Pty Ltd
Day	Shifts	and	Night	Shifts	Available
Close	changeovers
Clean	and	good	taxis
24/7	roadside	assistance
	
Contact Gurveer 
0424 079 000 or 9303 9069



METROPOLITAN                        4,288(including 456 WAT vehicles )COUNTRY        519
(including 113 WAT vehicles)
OUTER SUBURBAN                     158
(including 29 WAT vehicles)
URBAN                                          237
(Ballarat - Bendigo - Geelong)(including 35 WAT vehicles)
TOTAL                               5,202
(including 633 WAT vehicles)
NUMBER OF DRIVERSActive drivers                  16,000 APPROXAccredited drivers           25,000 APPROX             

      Number of Taxi LicencesLicences August 2011

VICTORIAN HIRE CARS 
avg metropolitan licence transfer value  $55,000

ASSIGNMENTS
metro taxis                         49

LICENCE TRANSFERS
metro taxis                      1                                                                  
urban                                   0                    
country taxis                        0       
hire car licences                3
special licences                   1 

LICENCES ISSUED
taxi licences                 22
hire car licences            3
special vehicles             1
RH vehicles            2             

LICENCES TRADED BY 
ASSIGNMENT (Aug ‘10 - Aug ‘11)
Total = 1,058

$490,000$490,000
TAXI

transfers

Compliance
outcomes (1-31 August 2011)

Taxi Inspections                     3,314
Rectification Notices           544
Infringement Notices           147
Notices of Unroadworthiness    48
Official Warnings            31



  

More cashing facilities – speeding up your time off the road

Free coffee – freshly ground beans, tea & hot chocolate – grab one while you relax

Free internet – check your bank balance, email, or download payment reports

Foxtel – catch up on the news or your favourite sport from 2 large screen TVs

Leather sofas – take a breather & read the newspaper

Ticketing system – now you don’t have to wait in line…great for those busy cashing days

Live Payments Pty Limited ABN 63 117 213 064 (“Live Payments”) and TaxiEpay Pty Limited ABN 76 118 845 364 (“Live TaxiEpay”).
This material was developed by Live Payments and Live TaxiEpay to be used as a guide only and a reference point for use with its taxi EFTPOS solution. The information is of a general 
nature only. Whilst we have taken all reasonable care in producing the information, subsequent changes may occur at any time and may impact the accuracy of the information. The 
information is current as at November 2010. Full terms and conditions are set out in the relevant agreement, and fees and charges apply. It is recommended that you consider your 
individual circumstances and position to ensure that the Live Payments and Live TaxiEpay EFTPOS solution is right for you.
© Copyright is reserved throughout. Neither this document nor any of its contents may be used for any purposes without the prior consent of Live Payments or Live TaxiEpay.

142-146 Roden St. West Melbourne Vic 3003
 T: (03) 9328 8055  • F: (03) 9328 8155

T: 1300 883 703  •  W: www.livetaxiepay.com.au  •  E: info@livetaxiepay.com.au

...working together with the industry
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This comes on top of submis-
sions made previously and since, 
including:
• VTA response to Setting the 

Scene discussion paper
• Report on NYC taxi system 

commissioned by the VTA
• VTA Regional Taxi services 

Submission
• VTA Contracted Services Pack
• Insurance for Taxi Vehicles

These submissions, along with 
a report prepared on the New Zea-
land taxi system are available on the 
VTA website.

 The VTA is keen to see the In-
quiry address what it sees as the 
systemic issues that affect the level 
of service the customer receives. 
Importantly this submission was 
based heavily on the input of driv-
ers and operators who have been 
working with the VTA in responding  
to the Taxi Inquiry. The VTA is most 
grateful to those who have helped 
shape this document. Without the 
support of those who deliver the 
service, and those who provide 
the means by which it is provided 
meaningful reform and change will 
not succeed.

Listed below are those pillars 
which the VTA and those that have 
been working with it, see as funda-
mental to reform of the Victorian taxi 
industry. 

1.  Driver income
It is essential that driver bailment ar-
rangements ensure the bailee driver 
retains at least 50% of the revenue 
of each shift. 

There must be a state-wide sin-
gle written bailment agreement 
that enforces this regime. The VTA 
would gladly take responsibility for 
the production and distribution of 

this document based on its existing 
Model Bailment Agreement.

2.  Licence reform
This must be aimed at the assign-
ment level not the transfer level. The 
assignment value is the key determi-
nate of transfer value. 

Placing a cap on assignment fees 
will control excessive demands by 
licence holders. The introduction of 
a mandatory first right of refusal for 
existing assignees, along with the 
sanction of licence suspension or 
revocation where the licence holder 
demands any payment above the 
cap, are vital components of licence 
reform. 

It is necessary that the practice of 
“secondary assignment” is outlawed 
absolutely and enforced. This prac-
tice occurs where a driver pays an 
operator a flat fee for the use of a 
licensed taxi and that driver on-bails 
the taxi. The first driver effectively be-
comes the operator whether accred-
ited or not as such.

It is necessary to remove the abil-
ity for persons or corporations to be-
come passive licence holders. The 
VTA defines passive licence holders 
as those who hold a taxi licence but 
are not accredited to perform (and 
do not perform) any other function in 
the industry. The VTA believes that to 
ensure fairness and protect people 
who have legitimately invested in 
taxi licences, this policy should not 
be retrospective.  Going forward, if 
a person “purchases” a taxi licence 
that person must operate it.

Assignment trading should be 
conducted wholly by the new Taxi 
Services Commission. Brokers and 
other peripheral players need to be 
removed from the process.

The VTA does not support any in-

PolicyNews
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T he VTA provided a submission to the Taxi Inquiry 
outlining what it sees as key pillars to improve 
service delivery outcomes for taxi passengers. 

DAVID SAMUEL
VTA Policy and Communications

The VTA is most 
grateful to those 
who have helped 

shape this  
document. 
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crease in the number of metropoli-
tan or outer-suburban taxi licences 
at this time. Additional urban and 
country licences need not be made 
available unless the local Network 
Service Provider believes such are 
necessary (see VTA submission on 
regional taxi services).

3.  Driver Training and 
Performance
The VTA believes that a probationary 
arrangement for new metropolitan 
drivers, similar to what happens in 
New South Wales, could be imple-
mented to ensure greater care is 
taken to  adequately monitor and 
develop new taxi drivers.  

During the probationary period, 
close monitoring of performance 
takes place. Those responsible for 

this monitoring could include, but 
not be limited to:
• The operator(s) the driver bails 

a taxi from
• The Registered Training Organ-

isation (RTO) that provided the 
initial training

• The regulator
• The Network Service Provider(s) 

with which the driver has been 
given network access.

The operator based monitoring 
program would enable the graduate 
access to experienced taxi drivers 
who can provide advice and guid-
ance, especially in the first three 
months. 

4.  Fare level 
Contingent to all these factors is the 
need for an immediate fare increase 
of at least 12.4%. Victoria is now 

30% behind New South Wales and 
Queensland.

The Government and the Inquiry 
must become more realistic about 
both the way revenue is distributed 
throughout the industry and the low 
level of remuneration currently expe-
rienced by taxi drivers and taxi op-
erators. 

A new fare setting model and 
process is required which considers 
real operating (including geographic 
area variations), and compliance 
costs, and movements in these 
costs, and provides for fair and rea-
sonable profits at each point in the 
service supply chain. 

The VTA has requested that the 
Inquiry make these pillars central 
to any reform measures the Inquiry 
may seek to recommend to the Gov-
ernment. D

Course # Day Date Course # Day Date

201 1 Mon  24 October 203 1 Mon 12 December

2 Tue 25 October 2 Tue 13 December
3 Wed 26 Octobwer 3 Wed 14 December

202 1 Mon 14 November
2 Tue 15 November
3 Wed 16 November

Suite 2, 85 Salmon Street, Port Melbourne 
Note - Dates are subject to change.    For further information contact:   TITV:  9676 2635   

via email: clients@victaxi.com.au  website: www.victaxi.com.au

CALENDARCALENDAR
Monitor and Manage Small 
Business Operations
all courses are held at the Victorian Taxi Association offices
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SE TAXIS

SE TAXIS

TAXI

LMCT 10690
Linwest Automotive

Ph: 0412 812 574

For all your taxi motoring needs trade-in your old taxi

PTY
LTD

QUICK & EASY FINANCE & GAP 
INSURANCE AVAILABLE

to approved clients

Call Glenn Lindsey for a price

1084 CENTRE ROAD, OAKLEIGH SOUTH HARDERHONESTLY

WE TRY

SE Taxis Pty Ltd
• Drivers wanted.  

• Leases wanted.
• Going since 1978.
• We look after our drivers  

and lease-holders.

Santed Panels
• Getting the taxi industry 

back on the road sooner.
• Taxi resprays and repairs 

specialists.
• Friendly personal service to 

help you get back to work.
Ph: 9579 5644 Ph: 9579 1899

SE Motors Pty Ltd

• We will maintain all your taxi 
fleet vehicles. 

• Free breakdown towing 
available (conditions apply). 

• All mechanical repairs.

Ph: 9579 1878

formerly John Talbot Motors

Ph: 9570 9506

se
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FAST & 
RELIABLE 
SERVICE

•	 New	and	used	tyres

•	 Computer	wheel	alignment

•	 Computer	wheel	balance

•	 Tyre	repairs

•	 Car	service

•	 Brakes	relined

•	 Alloy	wheels

•	 Batteries

One Stop Wheels & Tyres
341	Lygon	Street,	Brunswick					 9388 9334

oswt_1011

THE FEED MELBOURNE 
CAMPAIGN AIMS 
TO RAISE MONEY 
TO HELP CHARITIES 
COLLECT, STORE AND 
DISTRIBUTE FOOD TO 
VICTORIANS WHO ARE 
DOING IT TOUGH.
An estimated one in 10 people 
can’t afford enough food, are 
malnourished or suffer anxiety 
over getting access to food.

To make a donation go to www.
Feedmelbourne.org.au

DONATIONS ABOVE $2 are tax deductible.  
ALL DONATIONS will be matched DOLLAR-FOR-DOL-

LAR by the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation. D
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Book your 
Taxi inspection now.
Road Safety Inspections has dedicated taxi 
inspectors who provide you with the ultimate 
taxi inspection service completed in under
an hour. 

www.busvic.asn.au

Included in our service is:
      On-site vehicle registration 
      Clearance of unroadworthy and defect notices
      Spare parts for minor repairs - at cost

Call Road Safety Inspections now on 
9646 3362 to book an appointment.
Same day appointments 
available.

Service. Service. 
Sales.Sales.
Support.Support.

•	 On-site	vehicle	registration
•	 Clearance	of	unroadworthy	and	defect	notices
•	 Annual	Roadworthy	Inspections

TAXI FINANCE
Call me and I can arrange a 

loan for your TaxiCab 
or licence.You’ll get a 

prompt decision.
  I CAN OFFER YOU...
• Very best interest rates available 
   on the market today
• Terms to suit most circumstances
• Quick approval with no hassles
• New/Used cars • Private Sales
• M80 and VHA/SV licence loans
• Metro/country licence loans

Contact Rob Chard - Finance Broker

CrEdITlINE AusTrAlIA
Level 1, 1198 Toorak Road Camberwell
Phone:(03) 9889 5611  Facsimile: (03) 9889 5711
Mobile: 0408 368 457  Email: rchard@creditline.com,au

ADVERTISE 
IN NEXT 
MONTH’S
TAXI TALK 
MAGAZINE

Contact Toni Peters at 

Trade Promotions Pty Ltd

P  (03) 9807 0237     

E   info@taxitalk.com.au     

F  (03) 9807 3401

Magazine

TAXI TALK

Voice of the Taxi Industry

To advertise in

call Toni or Stan on

9807 0237

Magazine

TAXI TALK

Voice of the Taxi Industry

To advertise in

call Toni or Stan on

9807 0237

Mail Call
Express Courier
We require Owner Driver:
1 TON VANS/TRAYS
STATION WAGONS

UTES

For Melbourne 
metropolitan delivery 

work.  Mon to Fri.  

Call on 9863 9220 
or email us at 

aaronmcmeeken@mailcall.com.au

IMMEDIATE 
START

TaxiServiceGuide
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How to advertise in Taxi Talk classifieds:
• SEND your classified advertisement ($25 for 1-30 words - $50 for 31-60 words) 
• BY the 15th of the month prior to publication
• PLUS your payment to Taxi Talk magazine, PO Box 2345, Mt Waverley, VIC 3149
• OR... Direct credit Taxi Talk bank account BSB=033065  A/C number = 312786 Ref = your name
• OR... Pay via PAYPAL via info@taxitalk.com.au and email your words to info@taxitalk.com.au

ADV
ERT

ISE
MEN

TS

VISA MIGRATION
Permanent Resident

For the professional advice 
you need - contact Ray Brown, 
Migration Agent  today.  Reg # 
0213358 Phone: 5792 4056
Mobile: 0409 169  147
Email:  raybrown888@bigpond.com

adveRtise heRe

$25
foR 30 woRdsClass

ified

2010 or 2011 Toyota Commuters 
and Kias for sale with or without 
WAT licence. FINANCE available. 
Call Raj or Chris 95557777.
 

EASTMOOR TAXIS HAVE
NEW COMMUTERS 
AND KIAS FOR SALE

Business locally owned & operat-
ed for 30+ years.  Incl 6 licences 
(3 sedans, 2 WATs, 1 HOV).
HOV contract for Lakes Transit 5 
days/week.  Depot with modern 
equipment.  Call 0429 953 370

FOR SALE
LAKES ENTRANCE TAXIS

I would like to buy a taxi licence 
in the metropolitan area.  Please 
phone  0401 498 180.

LicEncE wAntEd

10 year conventional metro /nor-
mal car / licence for sale. (Only 1 
sedan licence left.)  Call Alex on 
0417 363 079.

MF LICENCE FOR SALE

Lease expires 31/12/11.  
For more details call Jacob on 
0402 425 665.

tAXi LicEncE 
FOR SALE

www.taxibrokersrus.com.au
Metro & Country Licences with or 
without vehicles, great business 
opportunities for sale.
Email: admin@taxibrokersrus.
com.au or 0419 484 666

TAXI BROKERS R US

20 machines, work only 12 hours 
a week and drive a cab at the 
same time, weekly sales $3700 
great returns: $240,000.00 call: 
0419 484 666

VENDING MACHINE 
BUSINESS FOR SALE

Metropolitan taxi.  $365,000.  
Ring Nick on 04087 543 570.

FOR SALE
M50 LICENCE & VAN

Cash buyer willing to pay $300k 
to $330k - extra for vehicle.  
7 day settlement. Call 0403 892 
003. 

M80 OR M50 TAXI 

2/2006 Falcon Wagon.  790k 
dedicated gas.  Everthing works.  
domelight & stickers included.  
Gregg 0412 265 750.

FALCON WAGON
FOR SALE $3500

CROWN CABS
DRIVERS WANTED
All Shifts Available.  Sunbury-Gis-
borne-Romsey-Kilmore-Woodend-
Whittlesea.  Call me to arrange a 
shift that suits you.  Tuna Guclu : 
0419 484 666  Tel: 03 9310 5422



Last month the Victorian Govern-
ment introduced into Parliament a 
Bill to create the Public Transport 
Development Authority (PTDA) as 
the new independent statutory au-
thority to provide a safe, punctual, 
reliable and clean public transport 
system in Victoria.

In the explanatory memorandum 
to the Bill, the Government said as 
follows:

“Specifically the Bill establishes 
the PTDA under the Transport In-
tegration Act 2010 (Transport Inte-
gration Act) to—
• deliver more customer fo-

cused services by planning, 
co-ordinating and managing 
the public transport system;

• administer the arrangements 
for the provision of metropoli-
tan trams, trains and buses 
and regional trains and buses;

• operate as the face of public 
transport; and

• improve the service experi-
ence and create a public 
transport shopfront for pas-
sengers and stakeholders.

The PTDA will be governed by 
a board of directors, including a 
community representative. The 
PTDA has the charter and the cor-
porate powers necessary to deliver 
on the Government’s agenda for 
public transport.

The Bill reduces the number of 
public transport bodies in the State 
and makes it clear that the PTDA 
will be the single co-ordinating 
authority responsible and ac-
countable for public transport by 
providing for—
• the functions of the Director 

of Public Transport to be pro-
gressively transferred to the 
new Authority leading to the 
abolition of the role of the Di-
rector of Public Transport;

• the ticketing functions of the 
Transport Ticketing Authority 
(TTA) to be transferred to the 
new Authority after the imple-
mentation of the new ticketing 
system and the dissolution of 
the TTA; and

• the customer service and in-
formation provision functions 
of Metlink Pty Ltd to be trans-
ferred to the PTDA.

Consolidating these disparate 
public transport responsibilities 
into one customer-focused agency 
with a highly visible shopfront will 
facilitate better integration of pub-
lic transport modes and services 
while providing a central liaison 
point for operators and other agen-
cies.

The PTDA will also—
• audit and report on public 

transport assets;
• facilitate the extension of the 

public transport network, es-
pecially rail; and

• actively promote public trans-
port to Victorian families as an 
alternative to the private motor 
vehicle.

The PTDA will be established 
on a similar basis to the two other 
Transport System Agencies under 

the Transport Integration Act—
VicRoads and the newly created 
Taxi Services Commission.

The Bill clarifies the important 
role of the Department of Transport 
advising the Minister on the broad-
er transport system.

The Bill also makes related and 
consequential amendments to the 
Transport Integration Act 2010, the 
Transport (Compliance and Mis-
cellaneous) Act 1983 and certain 
other Acts.

The VTA has been following the 
creation of the PTDA since it was 
announced as coalition policy be-
fore the election last November. It 
has not been until the Bill was intro-
duced that there was certainty as 
to what the structure and role of the 
PTDA would be.

It is certainly clear now that 
taxis (and hire cars) are not part 
of the “Public Transport” system, 
as such. This aligns with the long 
held view of the VTA that taxis are 
best categorized not as public 
transport, but as “Transport for the 
Public”.

It is likely that the Bill will have 
been passed by the Parliament by 
the end of September.   D

PTDAUpdate
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Public transport development authority 

TAXI CAR KEYS
CUT & PROGRAMMED
“RACV APPROVED”

TAXI CAR KEYS
CUT & PROGRAMMED
“RACV APPROVED”

SAFEGUARD
SECURITY SPECIALISTS

SERVICE CENTRE LOCATIONS:
193-197 Dryburgh St, Nth Melbourne 9328 2221
206 Bay Street, Port Melbourne 9645 1222

NEED EXTRA KEYS? 
DON’T PAY DEALERS FULL PRICES 

“TALK TO US FIRST!!” 

Car keys & remotes programmed whilst you wait.
Further discounts apply when quantities of keys are cut.
Our keys are of the highest quality with 100% guarantee.
Complete automotive lock & key service.
We cut keys for vehicles fitted with transponder systems.
We provide a 24/7 roadside emergency service.

www.safeguarsecurityspecialists.com.auwww.safeguardsecurityspecialists.com.au
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TaxiCamera

Taxi Safety Cameras

Minister for Tourism and Major Events 
Louise Asher has officially reopened the 
former HM Prison Beechworth as a new 
heritage and cultural tourism asset for the 
region.

The former prison has been transformed 
into a local tourist attraction offering tours 
and a rich cultural heritage experience.

“Following the success of the award-
winning Old Melbourne Gaol, which instead 
of inmates is now full of tourists, the Old 
Beechworth Goal will provide a unique re-
gional Victorian cultural heritage experience 
with its own powerful story to tell,” Ms Asher 
said.

The prison is historically significant for its 
association with the Ned Kelly story with the 
bushranger having served six months in the 
Gaol and where Kelly Gang sympathisers 
and relatives were held in the late 1800s.

For the first time in 156 years visitors can 
get an insight into the workings of the former 
prison with the option of two one-hour guid-
ed daytime tours conducted by a costumed 
prison warden. D

Old Beechworth Gaol unlocked

Taxi industry participants are reminded 
about the time frames associated with 
the rollout of the new taxi safety cameras 
approved by the VTD under specifica-
tions released in July 2009. At this stage, 
VerifEye Mk IV Rev.K remains the only taxi 
safety camera approved under the speci-
fications. 

From 1 July 2012, all taxis operating 
in the Metropolitan, Outer-Suburban and 
Urban (Geelong) taxi-cab zones and taxis 
operating at Shepparton and the Morning-
ton Peninsula must be fitted with a camera 
system approved by the VTD under the 
2009 specifications except that taxis fitted 
with a VerifEye TSCS Mk IV camera sys-
tem that was already fitted and operating 
in the taxi as at 30 June 2011 may con-
tinue to operate with that camera system 
until 30 June 2013.

The VTD strongly advises relevant operators to order or commit 
to an approved camera well before 1 July 2012 to ensure compli-
ance with their licence conditions.   D



CentralPier
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The Harbour Esplanade 

CENTRALDIFFS

9555 0933

DIFFERENTIAL RECONDITIONING

SPECIALIST
SAME DAY 
       TAXI SERVICE

45 Fairview Street, 
Springvale

Princess

Highway
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Centre Road
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Hope St
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Traffic is flowing, separate cyclist and pedes-
trian footpaths have been installed and two rows 
of Norfolk pine trees line each side of the road, 
making it a welcome sight.

Central Pier continues to be the events and 
hospitality hub. With  the Spring season  upon 
us, Shed 14’s 4 event spaces will be full with 
weddings, gala dinners and cocktail parties. In 
adjacent Shed 9, The Woolshed Pub and Va 
Bene pizzeria are popular venues with the local 
corporates and football crowds while bar and 
nightclub Alumbra continues to attract a strong 
following, Thursday – Sunday.

For ease of access for taxis, they have in-
stalled a taxi rank close to Alumbra for drop off 
and pick up of Club patrons. 

This is in addition to taxi queues managed by 
their Security and Valet teams outside the front 
of Central Pier on Harbour Esplanade.  D
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Is this your next yellow taxi ?
While it’s true that every Ferrari is innovative by definition, it’s equally true that in the course of the Pranc-

ing Horse’s history, certain cars have marked a genuine departure from the current range. This is very much 
the case with the Ferrari 458 Italia, which is a massive leap forward from the company’s previous mid-rear 
engined sports cars.

The new model is a synthesis of style, creative flair, passion and cutting-edge technology, characteristics 
for which Italy as a nation is well-known. For this reason Ferrari chose to add the name of its homeland to the 
traditional figure representing the displacement and number of cylinders.

The Ferrari 458 Italia is a completely new car from every point of view: engine, design, aerodynamics, 
handling, instrumentation and ergonomics, just to name a few.  To many, the Ferrari is exactly what a classic 
supercar is supposed to be—loud and unrestrained and stunningly alive.  Priced at $530,000+.  D
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www.city-ford.com.au

E & E.O. LMCT 5199. C106541

734 Elizabeth St, Melbourne
9349 1277 A/H PHONE  

LESTER JACKSON 
ON 0403 509 427

We Will Beat  
Any Reasonable Offer  

On New Or Used  
Vehicles! FINANCET.A.P.OPEN  

7 DAYS

CITY FORD
THE TAXI SPECIALIST

HASSLE 
FREE!!




